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. In practice this would increase the power consumption of electrooptical devices, which seems an important drawback. Finally, the present use of the rapid SC* valve is complicated by all the surface states associated with the polar anchoring. The mastering of surface treatment to induce the right weak surface orientation is now far from complete. An intensive work is curently under way in many applied laboratories to solve these problems.
The surface induced fast instabilities of nematics (SIFI).
We have recently observed in Orsay [3] (Fig. 4) 
